" You regard science as a humble handmaid, to speak when
she is spoken to?" he said coldly.
"No. But I don't see that a scientist's opinion is worth
any more than any one else's when he isn't talking on scientific
grounds,"
^ Are there grounds which are not, in the end, scientific?",
said Easton oracularly.
"Is there any chance of getting this co-ordinating sub-
committee, Sir Lewis?" said Pinker, trying to get on with the"
gua aiming.
"! have given it some consideration," said Easton. " And I
am considering appointing such a committee. There are dif-
ficulties, of course, which 1 need not go into. Unfortunately
at the beginning of the war, Ministries had no proper scientific
advice, and some very dubious appointments were made. It
Is difficult to put these things right, once they have started
badly."
Eastoa went about eight o'clock. He shook hands with me
and said he was pleased to have made my acquaintance. Thea
he took Pinker away and led him by the arm towards the door,
talking on the way.
Pinker came back with a broad grin.
"Bit sticky, isn't he?"
I said, " He's about the nearest thing to God Almighty I've
ever met or ever want to. Why the Pete did you want to let
me in for that?"
" I thought you ought to meet him."
"Why? It put me in a bloody awkward position, being
cfoss-questioned like that."
"I didn't know he'd wade in quite so fast/' said Pinker.
I said, " Anyhow, this business about the Central Council
is pure hooey. It consists chiefly of old boys of about eighty
who haven't done a job of work for thirty years."
"Oh, of course," said Pinker. "Don't worry. They won't
do anything. He knows that perfectly well. Easton's a darned
sight shrewder than he looks/'
" I said, " He needs to be. He's got a face like a discontented
:od."
Pinker said, "He liked you anyway."
-"What's he like with people he doesn't like, then?"
" Oh, terrific. He can be about as rude as anybody I've ever
net."
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